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IBEW Electricians Apprentice Training Workshop

 

International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers (IBEW)

is an organization founded in 1891. Utah opened a

chartered chapter, IBEW 354, on April 22, 1907.

Earlier this month I attended their apprentice training

workshop. 

UCCD Meetings

 

This month I met with representatives and

delegates from Afghanistan (right) and Armenia

(below) through the Utah Council for Citizen

Diplomacy. For more information on this

organization, and what they do in

Utah's communities, click here. 

 

The delegates from both countries were very

interested in learning about our system of

government, and how we mesh business interests

with worker's rights.

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://le.utah.gov/interim/2019/pdf/00004153.pdf
https://utahdiplomacy.org/


O C T O B E R  I N T E R I M  
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Prescription Drug Price Transparency

 

The Health Reform Task Force, a task force that I

chair, considered recommendations by America’s

Health Insurance Plans, an organization representing

health insurers, for addressing the escalating cost of

prescription drugs, and received a report from a

national researcher on model legislation addressing

price transparency for prescription drugs. 

 

To view the presentation, click here. 

Healthcare Price Transparency Tool For Consumers

 

The Health and Human Services committee heard a report

given by the state auditor on the development of an internet

tool that will allow consumers to compare the cost of specific

medical procedures across healthcare providers throughout

the state. 

 

The tool is expected to be available to the public for use at

the beginning of 2020.

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://le.utah.gov/interim/2019/pdf/00004153.pdf
https://le.utah.gov/interim/2019/pdf/00003213.pdf


Utah's Mental Health System

 

The Health and Human Services committee

received a presentation from the Kem C.

Gardner Institute, the Utah Hospital

Association, and Representative Steve Eliason

on "Tier I Recommendations for Improving

Utah’s

Mental Health System.” The diagram above

lays out the action plan for the Tier I

Recommendations. 

 3

Early Childhood Learning in Schools

 

The State Board of Education gave a presentation to the

Economic Development and Workforce Services committee

about improving the quality of literacy and mathematics

instruction in preschool through grade 3. 

 

If implemented, this would be done through job embedded

coaching and enhanced support for early mathematics,

laying an early foundation.

The presentation shared key statistics

regarding mental health in Utah, including:

Close to 1 in 5 adults experience poor

mental health in Utah 

Suicide is the leading cause of death for

Utahns ages 10 to 24

Over half of adults with mental health

illness in Utah did not recieve treatment

or counseling

 

https://le.utah.gov/interim/2019/pdf/00003212.pdf
https://le.utah.gov/interim/2019/pdf/00003212.pdf


4

Proposal for New State Monuments

 

The Division of State Parks and Recreation on the

proposed creation of state monuments at Danger

Cave State Park Heritage Area (near Wendover,

UT), and Old Iron Town State Park Heritage Area

(near Cedar City, UT). 

 

The Natural Resources, Agriculture, and

Environment committee voted to open  bill files to

create the the new monuments. 

 

Autonomous Vehicles

 

The Department of Transportation gave a presentation

updating the Transportation committee on autonomous

and connected vehicles. 

 

Following the presentation, committee members were

then invited to take a demonstration ride in an

autonomous shuttle. The shuttle is a Level 4 completely

autonomous vehicle (AV) – meaning there is no driver,

steering wheel, or pedals. It operates up to 12 miles per

hour and follows a predetermined route. It also reacts in

real-time to other vehicles, pedestrians and any

obstacles in its path

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://le.utah.gov/interim/2019/pdf/00003171.pdf
https://health.utah.gov/cshcn/programs/chap.html
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Last week, Representative Gibson and Senator Hillyard

released their Tax Restructuring Policy Proposal. This

comes after several months of task force meetings

held throughout the state, gathering public feedback,

receiving expert input, and discussing possible

solutions on how to best address Utah’s budget and

revenue imbalance. 

 

The proposal is split up into reductions, expansions,

and revenue neutral shifts.

 

 

 

 

Occupational Licensing

 

The Economic Development and Workforce

Services committee first heard from staff

regarding recent legislation and action related

to occupational licensing from the 2019

General Session. 

 

This was follwed by a presentations from

Senator Jacob L. Anderegg and the Institute of

Justice regarding negative consequences of

occupational licensing, particularly in regards to

those with a criminal record. The Institute of

Justice provided three examples of model

legislation moving forward. 

 

 

 

T a x
R e s t r u c t u r i n g

https://medicaid.utah.gov/apply-medicaid


As always, please feel free to contact me. I am

able to meet at the capitol, or at my office in

Taylorsville. The address is 3105 W 5400 S Suite 6,

Taylorsville, UT 84129. 

 

I can be reached by phone at 801-840-1800, or by

email at jdunnigan@le.utah.gov.
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C o n t a c t
I n f o r m a t i o n

This proposal results in an overall net tax reduction of

approximately $75 million. With a reduction in the state

income tax rate by at least 0.25%, a family of four making

$60,000 per year would see an estimated average total

tax reduction of more than $400 per year.

 

Additionally, the proposal restores funding of Higher

Education to the sales tax-backed General Fund, holding

Public Education harmless. As part of this proposal, an

Accountable Budget Process would be put into place that

reviews all state spending on a rolling five-year schedule.

 

https://truthinitiative.org/

